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ESSAY COMPETITION ON THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN AGRICULTURE

Objectives:

The aim and goal of the online essay competition on women's roles in
contemporary India were to inspire students to research and share their opinions
on the tremendous contributions, difficulties, and changing responsibilities of

women and Agriculture.

The primary objective of the competition was to encourage students to delve into

the multifaceted aspects of women’s empowerment.
In Context

The participants were given five subjects and were given the freedom to select the
topic from the given subject they wanted for their essays as long as they stayed
within the general theme of "Women and Agriculture.” In addition to being a
guestion of gender equality, women's empowerment in agriculture is also a key
element in accomplishing sustainable development goals. For the purpose of
creating inclusive and resilient food systems, guaranteeing food security, lowering
poverty, and advancing rural development, it is crucial to acknowledge and value

the contributions of women in agriculture.



Outcomes:

The online essay competition on women empowerment successfully generated
meaningful engagement and discussion among students from different faculties.
With 12 students from various faculties participating, the competition fostered a
diverse range of perspectives and contributed to raising awareness about the

importance of women's empowerment in society.
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ROLE OF WOMEN IN MODERN INDIA

America is yet to get a woman President, Indian women cricketers still don’t
get the same attention, adulation, and love as their male counterparts, and in the
Middle East, women can now drive cars although that doesn’t necessarily transform
into empowerment or their ability to make choices. Women in most parts of the
world can’t make their own choices, and wear, speak, and do what they want.
Women and men don’t get equal pay and female numbers dwindle at the top rung of
leadership at most companies. Women entrepreneurs have more trouble getting

funding for their ventures and women in tech are still a minority.

The list of challenges is long, but the aim is not to glorify the challenges but
rather look at how at every step, women have fought back to make their voices heard
and stand up for their rights and the rights of other women. With the International
Women’s Day around the corner, let’s rewind and look at some great women leaders,

role models, activists, artists, and entrepreneurs and what we can learn from them.

“If one man can destroy everything, why can’t one girl change it?” — Malala
Yousafzai, | Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the
Taliban

“As women, we must stand up for ourselves. We must stand up for each other.
We must stand up for justice for all.” — Michelle Obama, Former First Lady, USA

“A woman with a voice is by definition a strong woman. But the search to find
that voice can be remarkably difficult.” — Melinda Gates, Philanthropist

)

“The power to question is the basis of all human progress.” — Indira

Gandhi, First Female Prime Minister of India

)

“There is a special place in hell for women who don’t help other women.” —

Madeleine K. Albright, First woman to become the United States Secretary of State



“We do not need magic to transform our world. We carry all the power we
need inside ourselves already. We have the power to imagine better.” — J. K.
Rowling, Author of the popular Harry Potter series
“An important attribute of success is to be yourself. Never hide what makes
you, you.” — Indra Nooyi, CEO, PepsiCo
“If your dreams do not scare you, they are not big enough.” — Ellen
Johnson Sirleaf, President of Liberia, Nobel Peace Prize winner
“If you want something said, ask a man: if you want something done, ask
a woman.” — Margaret Thatcher, Prime Minister of the United Kingdom (1979-
1990) “No matter where you're from, your dreams are valid.” — Lupita Nyong’o,
Kenyan-Mexican Oscar-winning Actress
“I think it’s important not to get carried away when you are successful —
and not to let yourself feel gloomy when times are bad.” — Zhou Qunfei, Chinese
Entrepreneur and the richest woman in China “I don’t go by the rulebook; I lead

from the heart, not the head.” — Princess Diana

Women play a great role in the growth and development of the society and
making it an advanced and modern society. There is a famous saying by Brigham
Young that, “You educate a man; you educate a man. You educate a woman; you
educate a generation.” Educating and giving power to the women is of great
importance which needs to be followed in the society to bring women empowerment
and development of society. Because it is true that, if a man is getting educated and
empowered, only he can be benefitted however if a woman is getting educated and
empowered, the whole family and society can be benefitted.

Women are not things which can be neglected because of their less power and
authority instead they should be empowered and promoted to get higher education.

Women are half the population of the world, meaning half power of the world. If



women of any country are not empowered, it means that the country lacks half
power. By nature, women play all the roles with great responsibilities and have
capability to make a healthy family, solid society and powerful country. Lots of
efforts have been done however still women are backward and limited to home
activities. We need to understand that if an uneducated woman may handle home
properly then why not a well-educated woman can lead the whole country like men.
Without women nothing is possible for men, they are the basic unit of the society,
they make a family, family make a home, home make a society and ultimately
societies make a country. So the contribution of a woman is everywhere from taking
birth and giving birth to a child to the care for whole life and other areas. All the
roles and responsibilities of women can never be neglected by society. Without
education and women empowerment no development is possible in the family,
society and country. Women know well how to talk, how to behave, how to deal
with people of different classes, etc. She knows how to handle all the situations
because she knows well the basic fundamentals of a good society and plays her roles
politely as a main contributor in building a strong society.

Earlier, when the lives of women were worse than slaves, women were considered
as animals and used as sex toys. It was a sin for women to give birth to a girl baby,
either they were killed, buried alive or thrown away by the male head of the family.
However, the condition has become advanced now in many ways but not completely.

Aparajita Pandey
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